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On-screen text: Diana Atwine, MBChB, MMed. Permanent Secretary – Uganda Ministry of Health
Dr. Atwine speaks: 
SLMTA (Strengthening Laboratory Management Toward Accreditation) is a very powerful tool, innovation that helps to develop efficient laboratories that uphold the values of quality assurance. 
It also builds capacity of the staff, and also it brings the labs to the level of international standards. 
So SLMTA ultimately it improves the quality of services to our people. 
On-screen text: Christina Mwangi, MBChB, MMed. Laboratory Branch Chief – CDC Uganda 
Dr. Mwangi speaks: 
In Uganda, SLMTA has resulted in strong laboratories that meet international standards, which have actually transformed the overall health system in our resource-limited setting. 
COVID testing found a strong quality foundation that had already been built through SLMTA. This made implementation of COVID testing that much easier. 
Through the support provided by CDC, capacity has been built in Uganda for training, auditing, and assessment.
 And currently there is support for establishing a Uganda Certification and Accreditation Body. 
Therefore at CDC, we anticipate that this will be a sustainable and on-going program for all public and private laboratories in Uganda.
On-screen text: Susan Nabadda Ndidde, MBChB, MMed. Commissioner/Government Chief Pathologist, Department of National Health Laboratory & Diagnostic Services – Uganda Ministry of Health 
Dr. Ndidde speaks: 
[bookmark: _Hlk87431905]SLMTA as a training program falls under our quality management system. It’s one of the areas that we coordinate as the lab department.
We have a tiered network as the ministry of health. As the department, we oversee and coordinate any of the systems in these different laboratories. 
Uganda was one of the earliest adopters of this program. We started it in 2010. 
Through this training, we’ve involved over 150 labs. And out of these 150 labs, because of this training, we’ve had 34 get accredited. 
SLMTA has really changed the landscape of the lab sector. 
On-screen text: To learn more about CDC’s global health work, please visit www.cdc.gov/globalhealth. Follow @CDCGlobal on social media. 

