Epidemiology Assignment 1


Epidemiology Curriculum: CDC Health-Related Quality of Life data

Instructor Material

Assignment title: Health-Related Quality of Life (HRQOL) Prevalence Data Trends and Analysis 
Assignment overview: Students will visit CDC’s HRQOL Prevalence data website which provides customizable reports by state and demographic group on HRQOL data. Picking a state of interest, students will query the data to observe HRQOL trends by various demographic subgroups and compare their findings to national estimates (also available on the site). Utilizing scientific papers, students will describe the observed patterns/trends and disparities in a brief paper. 

Student level: This assignment is suited for students in an introductory epidemiology course.

Learning Objectives: After completing this assignment, the student will have experience with:
· Reviewing prevalence data and looking for population trends. 
· Searching and retrieving relevant literature. 
· Reading and understanding scientific publications.
· Identifying disparities in HRQOL and developing a plausible argument explaining these.
· Proposing recommendations for future research.
· Clearly communicating epidemiological information in a written format.  

Association of Schools of Public Health (ASPH) Competencies Addressed:
· Identify key sources of data for epidemiologic purposes.
· Describe a public health problem by magnitude, person, time, and place.
· Apply the basic terminology and definitions of epidemiology.
· Communicate epidemiologic information to lay and professional audiences.
· Draw appropriate inferences from epidemiologic data.
Assignment Assumptions: This assignment assumes that the student has been introduced to, or is currently learning, some basic epidemiological and public health skills and knowledge, including:
1. Reviewing the literature for relevant studies.
2. The ability to comprehend scientific papers.

3. Familiarity with basic epidemiology measures.
Instructions for Students: See attached student hand-out.
CDC publications are in the public domain: that is, they are not copyrighted and can be copied and distributed without permission. The wording and the arrangement of this curriculum material can be changed. No permission from the CDC, charges, or licensing fees are necessary to use these publications.
