Epidemiology Assignment 2


Epidemiology Curriculum: CDC Health-Related Quality of Life data

Instructor Material

Assignment title: Analysis of 2007 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) data from two geographically diverse US states  
Assignment Overview: This assignment requires students to download and analyze a limited BRFSS dataset in MS Excel format containing 2007 data from two geographically diverse US states (CA & GA). A variety of health status and demographic variables are provided. Students will propose appropriate research questions and a testable hypothesis and analyze the data to answer their questions with results presented in a brief paper. A codebook with descriptions of the variables included is provided. 
Student level: This activity is suited for students in an intermediate-level epidemiology course with a basic background in epidemiology and statistics, and a statistical analysis software program. 
Learning Objectives: After completing this assignment, the student will have experience with:

· Importing Excel file data into a statistical analysis program (e.g., SAS, SPSS, or Epi Info).

· Formulating and answering simple research questions and evaluating hypotheses. 
· Reviewing the literature for studies relevant to their research questions (e.g., on chronic disease interventions or health disparities). 
· Employing basic epidemiologic and descriptive statistical techniques to summarize data.
· Using a statistical software program to analyze data.
· Reading and interpreting statistical software program output.
· Clearly communicating epidemiological information in a written format.  

Association of Schools of Public Health (ASPH) Competencies Addressed:
· Identify key sources of data for epidemiologic purposes.
· Describe a public health problem in terms of magnitude, person, time, and place. 
· Apply the basic terminology and definitions of epidemiology.
· Calculate basic epidemiology measures.
· Communicate epidemiologic information to lay and professional audiences.
· Draw appropriate inferences from epidemiologic data.

Assignment Assumptions: This assignment assumes that the student has been introduced to, or is currently learning, some basic epidemiological and statistical skills and knowledge, including:
1. Reviewing the literature for relevant studies. 
2. Familiarity with basic epidemiology measures and descriptive statistics.
3. Basic skills in a statistical software program (e.g., SAS, SPSS, Epi Info). 
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