Health Policy and Management Assignment 2


Health Policy Curriculum: CDC Health-Related Quality of Life data

Instructor Material

Assignment title: State & Community Health Profiles Health Disparity Policy Brief 
Assignment Overview: For this assignment, students will review CDC’s HRQOL Surveillance Program’s website, State and Community Health Profiles page and identify a disparity in HRQOL in a state or community of interest. Students will then review additional literature on the chosen topic/disparity and write a policy briefing on the issue (addressing a variety of policy/management concerns). Intermediate-level students should also give consideration to an evaluation of their recommended actions and devise a budget.    
Student level: This assignment has components that are appropriate for students in either an introductory or intermediate-level health policy and management course.

Learning Objectives: After completing this assignment, the student will have experience with:

· Reading and understanding scientific publications with policy implications.
· Identifying disparities in HRQOL and understanding how to address public health issues through policy.
· Searching and retrieving relevant literature.
· Proposing an intervention or appropriate course of action to address a public health issue.
In addition to the above objectives, intermediate-level students will also have experience with:

· Developing an evaluation plan and budget for a public health intervention or policy. 

Association of Schools of Public Health (ASPH) Competencies Addressed: 
· Describe the legal and ethical bases for public health and health services.
· Discuss the policy process for improving the health status of populations.

The following competencies will also be met for intermediate-level students:

· Apply the principles of program planning, development, budgeting, management, and evaluation in organizational and community initiatives.

· Demonstrate leadership skills for building partnerships.
Assignment Assumptions: This assignment assumes that the student has been introduced to, or is currently learning, some basic public health skills and knowledge, including:
1. Reviewing the literature for relevant studies.
2. The ability to comprehend scientific papers.

3. Policy analysis skills and familiarity with the policy process for improving population health status. 
Intermediate-level students should also possess: 
4. Knowledge of program evaluation methods.

5. Experience with budget development.
Instructions for Students
See attached student hand-out.

CDC publications are in the public domain: that is, they are not copyrighted and can be copied and distributed without permission. The wording and the arrangement of these publications can be changed. No permission from the CDC, charges, or licensing fees are necessary to use these publications.
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